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Wn 

56E 

OWYHEE  RIVER 

l.» 

Lower  Buckskin 
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li5N 
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Gold  Creek 

31 

U5n 

56E 
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Fry  Canyon 

31 

1j3N 

51iE 
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Rodeo  Flat 

36 

1*3N 
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18 

li2N 
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Upper  Jack  Creek 
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35 
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18 
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Upper  Jack  Creek 

9 

lj2N 

53E 

11. 

Tremewan  Ranch 
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39  N 

55E 

12. 

Taylor  Canyon 

35 

39  N 

53E 

13. 

Lower  Trout  Creek 

28 

37N 

61E 

lli. 

Upper  Trout  Creek 

h 

36N 

61E 

15. 

Dorsey  Basin 

28 

35N 

60E 

16. 

Ryan  Ranch 

1 

3Un 

59E 

17. 

Dry  Creek 

5 

3I4N 

60E 

18. 

Lamoille  #1 

15 

32N 

58E 

19. 

Lamoille  #2 

111 

32N 

58E 

20. 

Lamoille  #3 

2li 

32N 

58E 

21. 
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32N 

59E 
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31 

32N 
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13 

15N 

18E 
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19 

13N 
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13 

litN 
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> 
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19E 
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Webber  Pssk 

30 
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II4E 
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25 

17N 

HiE 

5.KCal.) 

Ward  Creek 

21 

15N 

16E 
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20 

19  N 

II4E 

7.  (Cal.) 

Sage  Hen  Creek 

7 

18N 

16E 
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9.  (Cal.) 

Tahoe  City 

6 

i5n 

17E 

Truckee  #2 

22 

17N 

16E 

10.  (Cal.) 

Independence  Creek 

Ih 

19N 

15E 

11.  (Cal.) 

Boca  #2 

28 

18N 

17E 
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10 

17N 

13E 
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23 
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lU 

17N 
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19. 

Big  Meadows 

15 

18n 
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Little  Valley 

17 

16N 

19E 

CARSON  RIVER 
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(Cal.) 

Carson  Pass 

22 
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18E 

2. 

(Cai.) 

Poison  Flat 

25 

8N 
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(Cal.) 

Blue  Lakes 

30 

9N 

19E 
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Clear  Creek 

16 

lUN 
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*  Located  on  adjacent  watershed 
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LDWEE  HUMBOLDT  RIVER 


1. 

Lower  Buckskin 

25 

U5n 

39E 

2, 

Upper  Buckskin 

11 

U5n 

39E 

3. 

Martin  Creek 

18 

)|)|M 

liOE 

h. 

Granite  l^ak 

22 

UljN 

39E 

5. 

LsDiance  Creek 

13 

ll2N 

38E 

6. 

Midas 

18 

39  N 

lj6E 

7. 

Big  Creek  Camp  Ground 

10 

17N 

1j3E 

8. 

Big  Creek  Mine 

23 

17N 

I43E 

9. 

Upper  Big  Creek 

26 

17N 

li3E 

10. 

Lower  Corral 

12 

IIN 

IjOE 

11. 

Upper  Corral 

20 

UN 

iOE 

12. 

Golconda 

22 

35n 

39E 

EASTERN  NEVADA 

1. 

Canre  Creek 

25 

27N 

57E 

2. 

Hager  Canyon 

3U 

27N 

57E 

3. 

Murray  Summit 

25 

16N 

62E 

k. 

Baker  #1 

29 

13N 

69E 

5. 

Bd£er  #2 

30 

13N 

69E 

6. 

Baker  #3 

25 

13N 

68E 

7. 

Berry  Creek 

26 

17N 

65E 

8. 

Bird  Creek 

31* 

19N 

65E 

9. 

Robinson  Suramit 

3li 

18N 

61E 

10. 

Kifliberly 

18 

16N 

62E 

LOWER  COLCRADO  RIVEE 

1. 

Rainbow  Canyon 

31 

19S 

57E 

2. 

Kyle  Canyon 

26 

19S 

56E 

3. 

Lee  Canyon  #1 

10 

19S 

56E 

h. 

Lee  Canyon  #2 

9 

19S 

56E 

5. 

Rainbow  Canyon  #2 

6 

20s 

57E 

8. 

Mathew  Canyon 

11 

5S 

70E 

9. 

Pine  Canyon 

11 

6S 

69E 

CENTRAL  GREAT  BASIN 

1. 

Clark  Canyon 

8 

19S 

56E 

2. 

Trough  Springs 

23 

18S 

55E 

NORTHERN  (KEAT  BASDJ 

1. 

Bald  Mountain 

17 

21E 

2. 

Disaster  Peak 

8 

1j7N 

3UE 
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WALKEB  RIVIK 


1. 

(Cal.) 

Center  Mountain 

li 

3N 

23E 

2. 

(Cal.) 

Sonora  Pass 

1 

5N 

21E 

3. 

(Cal.) 

Buckeye  Forks 

20 

UN 

23E 

u. 

(Cal.) 

Virginia  Lakes 

5 

2N 

25E 

5. 

(Cal.) 

Willow  Flat 

21 

5n 

23E 

6. 

(Cal.) 

Buckeye  Roughs 

15 

liN 

23E 

7. 

(Cal.) 

Leavitt  Meadows 

ll 

5N 

22E 

8.«<Cal.) 

Tioga  Pass 

30 

IN 

25E 

■"■Located  on  adjacent  watershed 


HIELIMINARY  WATER  SUPPLY  OUTIDOK 
FOR  NEVADA 


March  1, 


March  1,  19514-  snow  surveys  show  below  normal  snow 
stored  water  on  all  but  11  of  the  90  snow  courses 

-'^  measured  this  month.    Reservoir ed  water  is  good  ^ 
with  storage  about  10  percent  greater  than  the 
past  10  year  average  for  this  date.    Above  normal 
snowfall  during  March  is  needed  to  moderate  ex- 

-5'-  pected  water  shortages.  -^^ 
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Snake  River  in  Nevada 

Snow  stored  water  on  the  headwaters  of  Bruneau  River  is  about 
60  percent  of  normal  for  this  date,    Owyhee  Watershed  in  Nev- 
ada has  a  snowpack  less  than  50  percent  of  normal,  Wildhorse 
Reservoir,  with  an  average  storage  of  lU^OOO  acre  feet,  con- 
tained 17^000  acre  feet  on  March  1.- 

Upper  Humboldt  River 

Surveys  on  23  courses  in  this  area  indicate  snov;  water  is 
only  about  65  percent  of  normal c  Since  October  1  the  Humboldt 
River  has  carried  above  normal  flows  as  measured  at  Palisade, 

Lower  Humboldt  River 

Water  stored  in  snow  on  the  mountains  above  Paradise  Valley 
is  about  35  percent  of  normal.    The  Upper  Reese  River  area 
contains  about  60  percent  normal  snow  packc    Rye  Patch  Res- 
ervoir stored  90,000  acre  feet  on  March  1  v/hich  is  only 
about  70  percent  of  the  past  ten  year  average. 

Eastern  Nevada 

The  snow  pack  on  watersheds  draining  into  the  southern  end  of 
Ruby  Valley  is  only  about  50  percent  of  normal,  while  that 
on  Duck  Creek  above  McGill  is  nearly  normal.    Baker  and  Leh- 
man Creeks  watersheds  contain  a  slightly  greater  than  normal 
snow  pack. 
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Lower  Colorado  River 


The  Meadow  Valley  Wash  area  has  had  very  little  snow  all 
winter  and  ranges  are  dry.    About  10  percent  greater  than 
normal  snow  was  measured  on  the  Spring  Mountains  which  feed 
the  Las  Vegas  artesian  basin.    Lake  Mead  stored  l6,l5i4-,000 
acre  feet  which  is  the  least  in  storage  on  this  date  since 
the  reservoir  was  allowed  to  approach  filling  in  the  late 
1930's. 

Central  Great  Basin 

The  snow  pack  on  the  Spring  Mountains,  from  which  ground- 
water flows  into  Pahrump  Valley,  was  about  20  percent  above 
normal  • 

Northern  Great  Basin 

Snow  stored  water  in  Quinn  River  and  the  northern  interior 
basins  of  the  State  was  less-  than  35  percent  normal. 

Lake  Tahoe 

Water  stored  as  snow  on  Tahoe  Watershed  averages  about  70 
percent  normal.    Elevation  of  Lake  Tahoe  was  6227.56  feet 
on  March  1,  representing  about  565,000  acre  feet  of  usable 
storage,  which  is  nearly  130  percent  of  the  past  10  year 
aver  age • 

Truckee  River 

Snovj-  surveys  on  Truckee  River  Watershed  show  about  85  percent 
normal  snow  pack.  Boca  Reservoir  stored  less  than  2,000  acre 
feet  on  March  1. 

Carson  River 

Snow  water  on  Carson  River  Drainage  is  about  75  percent  normal 
for  this  date,  Lahontan  Reservoir  stored  238,000  acre  feet 
on  March  1.    This  is  about  10  percent  greater  than  the  past 
10  year  average, 

V'alker  River 

March  snow  surveys  were  made  on  the  "'"-alker  River  Watershed 
for  the  second  year.    Snow  water  measured  was  about  65  per- 
cent of  normal  expected  on  April  1.    Storage  in  Topaz  and 
Bridgeport  Reservoirs  was  77,000  acre  feet,  which  is  slight- 
ly greater  than  the  past  10  year  average. 
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STATUS  OF  RESERVOIR  STORAGE,  I/IARCH  1,  19gU 


USABLE 


CAPACITY 

THDUS. 

ACRE  FEET 

'  USABLE  STORAGE 

ABOUT  IvIAR.  1 

BASIN  AND 
STREAM 

RESERVOm 

( Thous . 
A.F.) 

195U 

1953 

1952 

1951 

10-yr.  Ave, 

I9I42  -  1951 

Owyhee 

Wildhorse 

33 

17 

19 

11 

18 

lU 

Lower  Hiimboldt 

Rye  Patch 

178 

90 

159 

102 

78 

126a 

Colorado 

Mohave 

1,810 

1,719 

1,588 

1,606 

1,U9U 

New  reservoir 

Color  ado 

Mead 

27,217 

16,15U 

18,318 

18,960 

Tahoe 

Tahoe 

732 

565 

552 

550 

607 

UU 

Truckee 

Boca 

ia 

2 

6 

0 

25 

9 

Carson 

Lahontan 

286 

239 

269 

173 

251 

220 

West  Walker 

Topaz 

.  59 

Ul 

56 

U2 

59 

la 

East  Walker 

Bridgeport 

hz 

36 

ho 

32 

U2 

33 

a  -  Average  for  years  19 U3  -  1951 
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NEVADA  SNOW  SURVEYS  MARCH  1,  19 5U 


SNOW  COVER  MEASUREMENTS 


T9FII  Past  Record 


DRAINAGE  BASIN  Date      Snow     Water  Years 

AND  of        Depth    Content     Water  Content  (in.)  of 

SNOW  COURSE  No,  Elev.  Sm-vey  (in,)      (in.)       1953     1952     Average  Record 
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NEVADA  SW^n  SURVEYS  imCR  1,  19gU 


SNOW  COVER  MEASUREMENTS  

195U  Past  Record 


IBAINAGE  BASIN  Date     Snow     Water  Years 

AND  of        Depth    Content     Water  Content  (in,)  of 

SNOW  COURSE  No.  Elev.  Survey  (in.)      (in.)       1953     1952     Average  Record 


UPPER  HUJilBOLDT  (continued) 

Green  Mountain 

23  8000 

3/1 

25.il 

Harrison  Pass  #1 

2h  6600 

3/1 

lii.3 

Harrison  Pass  #2 

25  7U00 

3/1 

15.5 

Corral  C^yon 

26  8500 

3/2 

iiO-6 

LOITO  HUlvIBOLDT 

Lower  Buckskin 

1  6700 

2/27 

16.9 

Upper  Buckskin 

2  7200 

2/28 

1.5 

Martin  Creek 

3  6700 

2/2U 

18.0 

Granite  Peak 

h  7800 

2/25 

lU.o 

Lamance  Creek 

5  6000 

2/26 

0 

Mdas 

6  7200 

3/1 

0 

Big  Creek  Camp  Gr.  7  6600 

2/26 

3.1 

Big  Creek  Mine 

8  7600 

3/3 

5.1 

Upper  Big  Creek 

9  8000 

3/3 

lii.i 

Lower  CorraHl 

10  7500 

^'^^ 

0 

Upper  Corral 

11  8500 

3/1 

6.7 

Golconda 

12  6000 

3/1 

0 

EASTERN  NEVADA 

Cave  Creek 

1  7500 

3/2 

23.6 

Hager  Canyon 

2  8000 

3/2 

28.2 

Murray  Summit 

3  7250 

3/1 

7.2 

Baker  #1 

h  7950 

2/28 

23.1 

Baker  #2 

5  8950 

2/28 

145.2 

Baker  #3 

6  9250 

2/28 

52.9 

Berry  Creek 

7  9100 

2/26 

36.U 

Bird  Creek 

8  7500 

2/26 

13.5 

Robinson  Summit 

9  7600 

3/1 

0 

Kimberly 

10  7600 

3/1 

0 

LOITER  COLORADO 

Rainbow  Canyon 

1  7800 

2/22 

36.1 

Kyle  Canyon 

2  8200 

2/22 

31.8 

Lee  Canyon  #1 

3  8300 

2/23 

27.2 

Lee  Canyon  #2 

k  9000 

2/2U 

32.6 

Rainbow  Canyon  #2 

5  8100 

2/22 

I45.9 

Mathew  Canyon 

8  6000 

2/28 

0 

Pine  Canyon 

9  6200 

2/28 

0 

6.9 

N.S. 

N.S. 

12. 1> 

16 

L.O 

3.5 

10.8 

5.2 

25 

U.8 

N.S. 

5.3 

22 

13.5 

15.6 

N.S. 

1I4.5 

17 

5.9 

5.1 

N.S. 

8.7 

19 

0.7 

5.1 

N.S. 

9.7 

19 

5.6 

6.8 

21.2 

8.5 

22 

U.l 

8.5 

23.0 

10.2 

22 

0 

a. 5 

19.5 

-I  r\  \ 

10. U 

21 

0 

0 

N.S  • 

U.o 

13 

l.U 

2.1 

5.0 

2.2 

12 

2.3 

U.7 

N.S. 

3.U 

11 

r'  T 
P.l 

0.9 

N  .S . 

0.7 

10 

0 

0 

3.1 

1.7 

11 

2.6 

U.6 

8.9 

5.1i 

11 

0 

New 

course 

8.6 

12.8 

28.U 

15.3 

12 

9.0 

29.2 

30.2 

19.3 

13 

2.8 

U.9 

12.6 

U.2 

17 

6.9 

1.9 

16.5 

6.3 

12 

lU.l 

6.9 

26. U 

15.6 

12 

17.1 

7.7 

30.6 

15.0 

9 

12.8 

11.9 

23.1 

13.7 

6 

a.5 

U.5 

8.1 

U.7 

6 

0 

2.9 

13. U 

ii.7 

5 

0 

i;.6 

13.5 

5.7 

5 

13.2 

3.5 

2i;.6 

11.6 

13 

10.1 

2.U 

10.8 

10. U 

13 

9.8 

2.2 

1I4.6 

9.2 

13 

10.5 

3.0 

15.0 

lO.U 

13 

16.1 

5.5 

28.8 

13.2 

7 

0 

0 

1.6 

2.2 

5 

0 

0 

2.2 

2.6 

5 

-5- 


NEVADA  SNOW  SURVEYS  imCH  1,  195U 


  SNOW  COVER  MEASIEEI^ENTS  

195U  Past  Record 


DRAINAGE  BASIN  Date      Snow     Water  Years 

AND  of         Depth    Content     Water  Content  (in.)  of 

SNOW  COURSE  No.  Elev,  Survey  (in.)      (in.)       19F3     1952     Average  Record 


CENIRAL  GREAT  BASIN 

Clark  Canyon 

1 

9000 

2/2U 

23.3 

Trough  Springs 

2 

8500 

2/25 

20.1 

NORTHERN  GREAT  BASIN 

Daiu.  Mount' ain 

1 

0  (  cXj 

3/1 

lc2 

Disaster  Peak 

2 

6500 

2/27 

17.0 

TAHOE 

Lake  Lucille 

1 

8aoo 

2/25 

107.0 

Rubicon  #1 

2 

8100 

3/2 

102  o  7 

Hagans  Meadow 

3 

8000 

2/26 

37.5 

Freel  Bench 

k 

7300 

2/26 

26, li 

Ward  Creek 

7000 

3/1 

81.0 

Upper  Truckee 

7 

6250 

2/26 

27.0 

Tahoe  City 

8 

6250 

3/1 

25.0 

Rubicon  #2 

9 

7500 

3/2 

59.0 

Rubicon  #3 

10 

6700 

3/2 

52.6 

Richardsons 

11 

6500 

2/25 

U6.9 

Echo  Summit 

12 

7^00 

3/1 

68.8 

Marlette 

13 

8000 

2/2U 

ii5.0 

Daggetts  Pass 

lU 

7350 

2/25 

27-7 

Glenbrook 

15 

6900 

2/25 

38.1; 

TRUCKEE 

Independence  Lk. 

2 

8Ii50 

3  A 

Donner  Summit 

h 

6900 

2/26 

lis 

Ward  Creek 

7000 

3/1 

81.0 

Sage  Hen  Creek 

7 

6500 

2/26 

U7.3 

Tahoe  City 

8 

6250 

3/1 

25.0 

Truckee  #2 

9 

6U00 

3/3 

33.9 

Independence  Cr. 

10 

6500 

3/3 

33.6 

Boca 

11 

5900 

3/3 

12.6 

Furnace  Flat 

12 

6600 

2/25 

95.0 

Fordyce  Lake 

13 

6500 

2/25 

83.0 

Soda  Springs 

Ih 

6750 

2/26 

7U.3 

Independence  Cp.  l5 

7000 

3/3 

52.0 

Truckee  Ranger 

Station 

17 

6000 

3/2 

28.1 

8.5 

3.1 

11.8 

7.0 

8 

7.0 

1.2 

13.5 

6.0 

8 

u.o 

l.U 

lU.  J 

xu 

7  "3 

).A  7 

c: 

38.7 

N.S. 

N.S. 

l49.i4 

3 

35.8 

Ui.o 

N.S. 

36.7 

2 

13.0 

N.S. 

3U.I 

23.8 

5 

8.5 

N.S. 

27.3 

111.  2 

9 

31.2 

U2.2 

80,5 

U3.5 

13 

9.0 

N.S. 

25.0 

10.8 

111 

9.3 

IU.8 

32.1 

lU.O 

2Z 

21.3 

26.8 

N.S. 

3 

16.9 

20.7 

N.S. 

20.5 

3 

lli.5 

l6.ii 

N.S. 

12.9 

6 

2a. 2 

31.5 

68.8 

33.6 

12 

lU.l 

20.0 

36.2 

21.6 

22 

8.8 

12, U 

N.S. 

12.1; 

16 

10.5 

13.5 

2U.9 

13.6 

8 

28.8 

N.S. 

N.S. 

32.3 

12 

28.9 

35.il 

73.6 

3U*6 

30 

31.2 

1^2.2 

80.5 

U3.5 

13 

II4.2 

18.1 

N.S. 

16.2 

16 

9.3 

ia.8 

32.1 

lU.O 

22 

11. U 

15.8 

N.S. 

16.3 

16 

12.0 

15.2 

N.S. 

12.2 

13 

U.6 

9.6 

19. U 

9.0 

16 

35.1 

N.S. 

8U.7 

39.7 

30 

31.9 

36.7 

70.0 

35.2 

29 

28.5 

32.7 

67.1 

31.2 

2U 

19.1 

2U.1 

N.S. 

18.5 

11 

9.3 

12.9 

30.2 

12.il 

9 
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SNOW  COVER  IffiASURElvENTS 


T95a  Past  Record 


DRAINAGE  BASIN  Date     Snow     Water  Years 

AND  of        Depth    Content     Water  Content  (in,)  of 

SNO^^  COURSE  No,  Elev,  Survey  (in.)      (in,)       1953     1952     Average  Record 


TR *JG KEE  (continued) 


Donner  Lake 

18 

5950 

3/3 

U8,0 

18.3 

21.9 

N.S. 

16.9 

8 

Little  Valley 

20 

6300 

2/26 

22,2 

8,6 

9.5 

N.S. 

9.5 

1 

Squaw  Valley 

21 

7500 

3/1 

96.1 

35.1 

h9.k 

N.S. 

h9.h 

1 

CARSON 

Carson  Pass 

1 

8600 

2/26 

6U.1 

22. U 

26.3 

55.U 

29.8 

2h 

Clear  Creek 

h 

7300 

2/26 

33. U 

11.5 

13.5 

29. U 

16.1 

5 

^'^ALKSR 

Sonera  Pass 

2 

8800 

2/23 

52.0 

lii.5 

19.1 

N.S. 

19.1 

1 

Virginia  Lakes 

h 

9500 

2/23 

U6.8 

13.0 

13.5 

N.S. 

13.5 

1 

NEVADA  COOPERATIVE  SNOW  SURVEYS 


Agencies  Cooperating  in  Collecting  Data  Contained 

in  this  Bulletin 


FEDERAL 

Soil  Conservation  Service 
Forest  Service 
Geological  Survey- 
Bureau  of  Reclamation 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
Army 
Navy- 
Air  Force 

STATE 

Nevada  State  Engineer 
Nevada  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 
Nevada  State  For ester -Firewarden 
Colorado  River  Commission  of  Nevada 
California  Cooperative  Snow  Surveys 
California  Division  of  Water  Resources 
Oregon  Cooperative  Snow  Surveys 

PRIVATE 

Walker  River  Irrigation  District 
Amalgamated  Sugar  Company 
Owyhee  Project  North  Board  of  Control 
Owyhee  Project  South  Board  of  Control 
Virginia  City  Water  Company 
Kennecott  Copper  Corporation 
Squaw  Valley  Development  Company 
Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company 
Nevada  Irrigation  District 


Federal  -  State  -  Private 
COOPERATIVE  SNOW  SURVEYS 


Furnishes  the  basic  data 
necessary  for  forecasting 
water  supply  for  irrigation, 
domestic  and  municipal  water 
supply,  hydro-electric  power 
generation,  navigation, 
mining  and  industry 


"WATER  IS  THE  WEST'S  GREATEST  RESOURCE" 


